Conservation and Revitalitation in Semarang Chinatown (Klenteng “Chinese Shrine” as Physical Characteristic in Semarang Chinatown)  by Widiastuti, Ratih et al.
 Procedia Environmental Sciences  28 ( 2015 )  549 – 556 
1878-0296 © 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of Sustain Society
doi: 10.1016/j.proenv.2015.07.065 
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
ScienceDirect
The 5th Sustainable Future for Human Security (SustaiN 2014) 
Conservation and revitalitation in Semarang Chinatown 
(Klenteng “chinese shrine” as physical characteristic in Semarang 
Chinatown) 
 
Ratih Widiastutia*, Amat Rahmatb, Wingky Aseania 
aStudent at Master Degree Of Architecture Department, Engineering Faculty, Diponegoro University, Semarang, Indonesia 
bPost Graduate Student at PDTAP Undip 
Abstract 
Semarang Chinatown is one of the oldest kampungs in Semarang and still can be identified in present time with its very thick 
Chinese culture values. As an area that has very thick Chinese culture values, Semarang Chinatown is identified to havea lot of 
local wisdom. One of the local wisdoms can be seen in the meaning of Chinese shrine placement in Semarang Chinatownnear the 
river or at the end T-intersection road. Everything in Chinatown area always has meaning, including the placement concept of 
Chinese shrine. Based on the phenomenon,the researchobjective is to find out the meaning of Chinese shrine placement in 
Semarang Chinatown area. This research is a descriptive qualitative study where the field data wasobtained through the study of 
literature and field observations, then analyzed to obtain the synthesis of the discussion. The data collected in this study consists 
of primary data and secondary data taken through observation, interview, and literature study. From this research, it canbe 
revealed that there are two concepts of Chinese shrine placement:an the T-intersection and near the bank river. Both of the 
placement conceptsof Chinese shrine in Semarang Chinatown have a cosmic meaningto protect Chinatown area from negative 
energy and to keep prosperity in the Chinatown area. Eventhough the meaning is just imaginary, the placement concept creates a 
physical characteristic toward Semarang Chinatown area. 
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1. Introduction 
In the city area, there are two kinds of architectural characters. Physical character is more addressed to the 
appearance physical objects in a city that is formed by combination of mass and space, in a time scale (the history of 
the city) and spatial scales(character and appearance space). Whereas the non-physical character is the social 
characteristic and the society cultural underlying physical formation, how to use the environment and the human 
relationship with the physical urban. Social and cultural characteristics will affect the formation (condition) toward 
its environment [1]. 
Semarang, as capital city of Central Java, has a unique history. Since the beginning, Semarang has been 
developed as a port city visited by a variety of ethnic groups and nations. In this case, the Chinese people is one of 
immigrants who later settled in Semarang. In the early 1740, Chinese community in the city of Semarang was 
concentrated in the area then known as Semarang Chinatown. As Chinese settlement, Semarang Chinatown is not 
only for settlement area, but also for economic center, especially for Chinese and other society around this area. 
As a region that once had strong characteristic values of Chinese culture, Semarang Chinatown still can be 
identified in present time with its very thick Chinese culture values. Because of the reason, since 2005 Semarang 
Chinatown has set in to be a conservation and revitalization area. At that moment, the purpose of conservation and 
revitalition is to maintain and preserve Semarang Chinatown.  
Conservation is an effort to protect and manage a place which has cultural potential in order to maintain its 
cultural significance. Conservation can extend the life of a building or the life of culture. A conservation process can 
cover all maintenance activities in accordance with the situation and local condition.On the other hand, revitalization 
is a kind of preservation by adapting old buildings that are no longer practical to serve for the new utilization and at 
the same time to maintain its original characteristic[2]. 
The main purpose of conservation, particularly revitalization, is not to restore the past, but to preserve what exists 
and to directs its expansion in the future[3]. Revitalization toward old region is not only an effort to preserve the 
building, but also an attempt to revive the economics’ region [2].Nowadays, in Semarang Chinatown, the main 
purpose of conservation and revitalization is to keep the local wisdom in the area. 
There are a lot of local wisdomsin Semarang Chinatown. One of those local wisdoms is the meaning of space in 
Chinese shrine. The meaning of space in Chinese shrine is related to the placement (perletakan) of the shrine in 
Semarang Chinatown area. The placement of shrine must have meaning for Chinese society. 
In Indonesia, Chinatown and Chinese shrine are two things that cannot be separated in the life of Chinese 
community.During thebeginning of Chinatown formation up to now, the identity or image of Chinatown area is 
Chinese shrine located around Chinatown area.  
Chinese shrineas an element in Chinatown area has an important role in religious activities. That is why the 
placement of Chinese shrine in Semarang Chinatown has a typical concept. It is always built near the river or at the 
end of T-intersection road. Therefore, the research question is what the meaning behind the placement of Chinese 
shrine in Semarang Chinatown. 
Based on the research question, the research objective is to find out the meaning of “Chinese shrine” placementin 
Semarang Chinatown area. 
 
2. Research Method 
This research is a descriptive qualitative study where the field data was obtained through the study of literature 
and field observations, then analyzed to obtain the synthesis of the discussion. The data collected in this study 
consists of primary data and secondary data taken throughobservation, interview, and literature study. 
A qualitative approach is chosen to clarify the qualitative data obtained through interviews with several 
localChinese communities who understand the condition ofSemarang Chinatown area. 
Meanwhile, the analysis used descriptive qualitative analysis. The aims of the analysis method areto translatethe 
data from field observations, eitherfrom direct observation or from interviews. 
On the other hand, the qualitative data analysis is to search for general statements about the relationship between 
the placement of Chinese shrine and its meaning in Semarang Chinatown area. 
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3. Result And Discussion 
Based on the history, Semarang Chinatown is a settlement area for Chinese community settled in Semarang. 
Semarang Chinatown has always taken the role as a regional trade inSemarang. The character of Semarang 
Chinatown as a Chinese settlement area has not changed, even in modern era, the cultural characteristics and 
traditions of China are not lost at all. 
The existence of cultural tradition that can be seen in Semarang Chinatown is its physical characteristics. It can be 
seen through building mass, building facade and building placement. During the development, these characters have 
become the identity of Semarang Chinatown area 
The uniqueness and specification of Semarang Chinatown can be seen in its architectural characters which are 
different from other Chinatowns. Semarang Chinatown has physical characteristics of regional architecture as a 
result of acculturation between the characters of Chinese architecture and local architecture. The visible 
acculturation in the building typology that form row house both as house and house store where the roof shape is in 
Chinese architecture but the facade details use local architecture as can be seen in Fig.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1.Acculturation between Chinese architecture and local architecture 
 
It then produces the non-physical characteristic manifested in social and cultural life as the result of acculturation 
in Chinese culture with local culture. Among the non-physical characteristics of the culture, they then become the 
land marks of Semarang Chinatown area. 
Based on the settlement structure, Semarang Chinatown area has a pattern of organic grid settlement. The organic 
grid pattern can be seen through the existence of: 1). Semarang river as the edge of Semarang Chinatown area forms 
a region  surrounding in the south, east, and west;  and2). Chinese shrine on the T-intersection road, which can be 
seen in Fig. 2. 
InSemarang Chinatown area, there are two corridors: 1). Gang Pinggir (local name) corridor, which is the core of 
residential corridor on the edge of Semarang Chinatown which includes Gang Warung (local name) street, Beteng 
(local name) street, Wotgandul Timur(local name) street, Gang Pinggir (local name) street; and2). Central corridor, 
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as the pockets of the core settlement itself, which includes Gang Baru (local name) street, Gang Belakang(local 
name) street, Gambiran (local name) street, Gang Tengah (local name) street and Gang Besen (local name) street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. SemarangChinatown area, photo  credits  in  brackets. (a). (https://maps.google.com); (b). (Semarang Bappeda, 2000) 
 
One of the main elements in Semarang Chinatown area is Chinese shrine. In the grid organic pattern, Chinese 
shrine is one of its signs. In introduction, Chinatown and Chinese shrine are two things that cannot be separated in 
the life of Chinese community and during thebeginning of Chinatown formation untilnow. Chinese shrine becomes 
the identity and landmark of the Chinatown area because Chinese shrine is built by utilizing the characteristic and 
specification that distinguish them from Chinese residential buildings. On the other hand, Chinese shrine always has 
special fungtion and meaning. That is why the elements in the Chinese shrine always represent yin and yang[4]. 
Compared toother Chinatownsarea in other cities in Indonesia, SemarangChinatown is one of Chinatowns that 
has the highest number ofChinese shrine. There are 8 (eight) Chinese shrines in Semarang Chinatown. They are Tai 
Kak Sie/Gang Lombok (1771-1772) located in Gang Lombok, Liong Hok Bio (1866) located in the south of Gang 
Besen, Ma Tjouw Kiong/See Hoo Kiong (Liem clan was built in 1881), Moa Phay Kee/Hoo Hok Bio (1782), Tek 
Hay Bio/Kwee Lak Kwa (1756), Tong Pek Bio (1782) located in the Gang Pinggir, Cap Kauw King/Sioe Hok Bio 
(1753) and Wie Wie Kiong (Tan clan built in 1814) located at Jl. Sebandaran I/26.All Chinese shrinesare always 
built on the T-intersection road or near the river, as can be seen in Fig. 3.  
Table 1 explains kinds of Chinese shrines in Semarang Chinatown. There are two kinds of Chinese shrines, 
namelylocal Chinese shrine and neighborhood Chinese shrine. 
Chinese shrine built on the T-intersection is Chinese shrine clan(local Chinese shrine). The local shrines face the 
road frontally. In the Chinese credence, T-intersection is a poor location for living place. In order to manage the 
situation, we need to clean the negative energy by building a shrine [5][6].Tek Hay Bio’s shrine and Tong Pek Bio’s 
shrine are the local Chinese shrine. 
For the local shrine, beyond its function to protect Chinatown area, the unique position on the T-intersection 
attracts attention on shrines which are almost in every alley and gives view in each alley. The observer is interested 
in paying attention on the Chinese shrines starting from the entrance until the spaces in a sequence that ends at a 
certain point in the shrine, as can be seen in Fig. 4.  
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Fig. 3 The position of Chinese shrine in Semarang Chinatown 
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Table1. The position and types of Chinese shrine in Semarang Chinatown. 
No Shrine names and type Position Shrines 
1. 
Sioe Hok Bio 
 
neighborhood Chinese 
shrine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
Tek Hay Bio 
 
neighborhood Chinese 
shrine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
Tai Kak Sie  
 
neighborhood Chinese 
shrine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
Tong Pek Bio  
 
local Chinese shrine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 
Hoo Hok Bio  
 
local Chinese shrine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. 
(a). Wie Wie Kiong 
(b). See Hok Kiong 
 
neighborhood Chinese 
shrine 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 
Liong Hok Bio 
 
neighborhood and 
local Chinese shrine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meanwhile, Chinese shrine built near the river is a neighborhoodof Chinese shrine. The neighboardhood shrine is 
always built on the bank river since the river can bring positive energy toward Chinatown area [5][6]. The natural 
element of water in the river is believed by Chinese people to have relevancy with feng shui. In feng shui, harmonic 
water will create good energy or chiwhich brings luck for people who live around it. Tai Kak Sie’s shrine, Wie Wie 
Kiong’s shrine and See Hoo Kiong’s shrine are the neighborhood shrine. 
a b 
a 
b 
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Based on the above explanations, relatedto the placement concept of Chinese shrine and thefunction of the 
Chinese shrine, both local shrine and neighboardhoodshrine are more directedto the function as a fortress that will 
protect the Chinatown area from the enemy (evil spirit) that would enter the area and will give positive energy in the 
Chinatown area.Eventhough physically the fortress is not real, the symbolism of Chinese shrine placement still 
concludes the existence of its function. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 4. View ofChinese shrine in the T-intersection (sample vista in the Sioe Hok Bio’s shrine)  
 
4. Conclusion 
Semarang Chinatown area as a settlement structure is a cultural product. Therefore, the first thing to understand is 
the social and cultural life of the society especially the Chinese who dominate the region and their influence toward 
the arrangement and shape of the area. 
The characteristic of Semarang Chinatown area is reflected through a strong relationship between the character of 
the building and the character of the environment. The shrine as an area symbol has a fairly unique position located 
on the T-intersection road and near the bank river. 
Both of the placement concepts have meaning to protect Chinatown area from negative energy and to bring 
positive energy toward Chinatown area.Since T-intersection has a poor meaning; Chinese shrine must be built in this 
area to maintain the negative effect. Meanwhile, river is a symbol of positive energy or chi that brings luck toward 
people who live around it. 
Eventhough the function is just imaginary, the placement concept can create a physical characteristic toward 
Semarang Chinatown area.It will lead to people’s perception that the identity or landmark of Semarang Chinatown 
area is the Chinese shrines. 
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